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Some Recent Arehaological Discoveries. 


An interesting sepulchral inscription has been found in the 
Christian cemetery at Manastirine, near Salona, on the Adriatic 
in Dalmatia. It reads as follows: 

Deposttus Primus. Eptscopus XII Kalendas. Februarius. nepos 
Domntonts martyrts. 

This Domnio, the ecclesiastical historians tell us, was one of 
the precursors in martyrdom of the great crowd of victims in 
the celebrated persecution of Diocletian. He having been put 
to death at Salona, of which place he was Bishop in A. D. 299; 
whilst the great campaign against Christianity was postponed 
until A. D. 303. 

It is one more remarkable epigraphical proof of the veracity 
of the church historians as to the primary fact of the recorded 
martyrdoms, though many of the incidents associated with the 
sufferings of the martyrs are obvious exaggerations. 

The editio princeps of the inscription may be found in the 
“Bulletins D’Archeologia E. Storia Dalmata,” 1900, p. 274. 


With reference to an Assyrian Cylinder in my possession, 
published by Dr. Pinches on the “ Proceedings of the Society 
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of Biblical Archeology,” for February, 1902, which bears the 
name of its owner, Ana-pani-ili, which the writer connects 
with the Biblical Peniel, a lengthened commentary might be 
written that would be most interesting upon the similarities 
of the Hebrew and Assyrian use of the words pan, pani and 
the Hebrew pen and peni; and Assyrian panu and Hebrew 
Penu(el). The Semitic concept underlying allthe coincidences 
is that the idiom employs panu face, as significant of the idea 
of presence, or position before, or in front of an object. Thus 
Peniel of Genesis 32:31, is best illustrated by Exodus 33:14, 
“My presence shall go with thee,” and Genesis 27:7, “in the 
presence of Jehovah.” In this case the Hebrew compound prepo- 
sitions correspond closely with the Assyrian ana-pani of the 
name decyphered by Dr. Pinches. 

Professor Prince in some papers upon Assyrian Prepositional 
Usage in the Journal of the American Oriental Soctety, treats 
of the forces of ana and its connection with pan or pani, and 
also of combinations of panu or pani with la. 

He does not, however, refer to the light thrown upon the 
usages of the word panu in the Tel-el-Amarna tablets wherein 
the use of it allied with ana is to be found. For instance, in 
tablet No. 154 of Professor Hugo Winckler’s edition, which 
contains a letter of Abdi Milki (compare Abimelech) contains 
this passage: 

A-na na-sa-ri maha-zi-su u-li-ru-ub u-li-mur pani 
sarri bi-li-ia a-na pa-nu-ia, a-na muh-hi sarri bili ia. 
“For the defence of the city so that I may go 


and see the face of my Lord the King face to face, 
with my Lord the King.” 


Another tablet speaking of going to a country read, a-na 
pa-ni ma-a-ti, for “to your contry” which seems to mean to the 
boundary or face, i. e. frontier of the country. 

An Assyrian official is known whose name was Pani-nabu- 
temi, which is much like a Hebrew concept. But such thoughts 
occur to all people as the Greek name Theophanes shows and 
the cape in Syria which the Greeks called Qeow” xposwxov is 
another “visage of God” or Phanowel, see Luke II, 36. 
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*The Phcenician Carthaginians have given us scores of texts 
entitling their Greek Goddess Tanit, or Tanith, Tanit-pen-Baal, 
or Tanit-phanou-Baal, that is, Tanith with the face of Baal, the 
Pen Baal and Phanou Baal corresponding with the Peniel and 
Penuel of Scripture. Perhaps An-a-pani-ili was born on the 
great day of the procession in which the image of the God was 
carried through the streets, and so he was named after the 
famous theological anniversary coinciding with his birthday, 
the “ Theophania” of Babylon, which reminds us of the sacred 
day in Athens far away. 


JoserH Orrorp. 
Member of the Society of Biblical Archeology. 


FArchaoclogical Researches in the Karam, with 
Modern Tdentitications. 
SAKHRAH THE CROWNING APEX OF MOUNT MORIAH, 


The Sakhrah is the rocky apex of the spur forming the sur- 
face of the Haram, and the difficulty has been to place it in 
the Temple Area so that this crown of the hill shall not stand 
in the way of pavements and courts. In fact, theorists have 
not known where to place this uprising rock. It stands in the 
way of every theory yet proposed. It would seem at first 


sight as if Solomon’s plan would have necessitated its removal 
in order to level down the rock for the pavements and courts. 
Since there is barely room enough on which to place the 
pavements without their being partly upon a sloping side of 
the mountain, or partly over a valley. Why, then, was it 
left ? 

The Sakhrah was a central core to the whole Temple Area, 
around which all the pavements and courts were built up, and 
to which they were fastened and united into one solid mass, as 
immovable as the mountain on which they rested. This was 
done in accordance with a divine command that the Temple 
Courts should rest upon the apex of the mountain : 


*For Tanit-Pen-Baal see P. Berger ‘‘ Les Inscriptions de Constantine” 
in ‘* Actes Du Onzieine Congrés International De Orientalist,” Paris, 1897. 
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“This is the law of the house. Upon the top 
[Hebrew rosh—head, summit, vertex, apex, or tip- 
top] of the mountain, the whole limit thereof round 
about shall be most holy. Behold this is the law 
of the house.”—Ezek. xliii: 12. 

This law of the house is a divine command; which definitely 
fixed the exact site of the Temple Area to be “ the whole limit 
round about the top of the mountain.” Itis the only passage 
where the site is definitely named. From this supreme stand- 
point we studied the whole subject de nova. We foresaw 


that the Old Rock of Moriah had a special place in the Tem- 


ple ; that it acted the part of a central core, and carried upon 
its shoulders all the pavements and courts ; and upon its head 
(‘top of the mountain”) rested as a crown the House itself. 
This special place of the Old Rock has been the cause of its 
singular preservation, and very satisfactorily settles many 
other problems of a topographical and numerical nature in re- 
lation to distance, area and boundary. 

After making the subject of Jerusalem topography a spec- 
ialty for several years, a definite conception was formed of the 
exact site of the temples of Solomon and Herod. To verify 
that conception I fixed upon two sites: (1) A base line of veri- 
fication which everybody would admit, from which offsets or 
perpendicular distances could be made to given stations ; (2) 
A central station from which a standard offset could be made 
and conveniently joined to the base of verification; such 
central station to be a natural formation and not a work of 
art, all other sites and distances to be determined by these. 
The two standard sites were satisfactorily determined. The 
western wall of the Haram, or so much of it as was left stand- 
ing by Titus when Jerusalem was destroyed, was selected as 
the base of verification. The Sakhrah was taken as the cen- 
tral station, and the line which joined the two together was 
the first standard offset by which all others were determined. 
The sides of the Gentile Court, Court of Israel and Altar 


Court, and even the Sanctuary Court itself, were then treated 
as a series of offsets and perpendiculars, and referred to the 
western Enclosure Wall as a base line for verification as to 


Poin 
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length and breadth. The Sakhrah was, in fact, a central im- 
movable station, and on account of its permanency making 
every other station a fixture within the limits of the Temple 
Area, Sothatthe centre of the Temple Courts and the Sakhrah 


Rock occupy the same site. All horizontal distances are made 
parallel with the base line of the west Enclosure Wall; and all 
offsets or perpendicular distances from this base are made 
parallel with the standard line joining the Sakhrah with the 


, west Enclosure wall. The west wall is the base line of verifi- 


cation, by which the length of all north and south walls are 
measured ; and the line joining the Old Rock with this base is 
the first standard offset by which all east and west sides of the 
pavements and courts are measured. 

These two permanent lines are all that the vandals have 
left of the original foundations and superstructure resting 
thereon. The eminent success which resulted from this judi- 
cious selection of lines, and the practical foresight which led to 
their adoption, will help to solve the problem of the Temple 
site, walls and courts, without leaving a shadow of doubt and 
uncertainity in the solution. The proof is so simple that any 
one can verify it. The standard offset, or fundamental meas- 
urement which fixes this site of Solomon and Herod's 
Temples and Courts, places the Sacred Central Rock at a dis- 
tance of 250 cubits—368.330 feet from the west wall of the 
Enclosure, regarded as a.base of verification, or half the 
diameter of the quadrangular Courts, or square Area of 500 
cubits. I claim this fundamental measurement to be the most 
important and fruitful of my discoveries in the Haram. 

SAKHRA IN THE MIDDLE OF THE TEMPLE AREA, 

There is one notable feature that must never be overlooked 
when considering the plan of distributing the measurement of 
spaces and distances, and platting them in the Haram of to- 
day, in its relation to the Temple Areas of Solomon and 
Herod. The plan has evidently been to place the Sacred 


Rock in the middle of the Area as to length, north and south. 


To accomplish this, a line, run from the principal entrance, 
Gate of the Bath (Bab el Mathara), to the middle of the 
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Sakhra, is 544 cubits—801.4861 feet distant from the S. W. 
Angle, and 544 cubits—8o01.4861 feet distant from the N. W. 
Angle, measured along the West Enclosure Wall. For this 
wall of verification as a base line is 1602.9722 feet in length. 
The Gate of the Bath is therefore halfway in the length of 
the west wall—801.4861 feet from either end of the wall, north 
or south, and in a direct line, east and west, with the middle 
of the Sakhrah Rock. And it is also 801.4861 feet from the 
Enclosure Wall in Solomon’s Temple Area. 

The Sakhrah was 377,1699 feet east from the West Enclosure 
Wall of verification (including width of wall), also 377.1699 
feet from the N. Enclosure Wall, and 377.1699 feet from the 
South Wall of the Temple Courts. This rock was also 
424.3162 feet from the E, Enclosure Wall. The space be- 
tween the N. Enclosure Wall and the N. W. Angle was also 
424.3162 feet, and the space between the S. Enclosure Wall 
and the S. W. Angle was also 424.3162 feet during Solomonic 
times. 

Herod’s Temple and Courts stood on the site of its prede- 
cessor, and the Mishna tells us that it lay in the N. W. Angle 
of its enclosure. I consider the general arrangements and 
measurements of the wall, inclosing both Temple and sur- 
rounding space, to have been as follows, when made at the 
general level of the Haram 2420 feet, as it stood when Herod 
made his additions thereto. 


N. Wall of Temple Area 544 cubits 801.4861 feet 


Ss. “ “ ad 544 o=— 801.4861 ” 
E “ “ “ 800 “ ==1178.6560 “ 
Ww. “ “ “ 800 6 eat & 78.6560 ” 


But if we include modern additions and improvements, such 
as the open area of the S. W. Angle, built upon and enclosed 
by Herod, the south wall must be taken at 920.825 feet in 
length, as we now find it ; whilst the open area of the north, 
which did not include the Antonia Citadel in its N. W. Angle, 
was also 920.825 feet in length. The enclosure of Herod was 
a wall whose north and south sides were equal, 920.825 feet in 
length, and its east and west sides were 1178.6560 feet. Its 
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angles were all right angles. If we measure the present east 
wall along its modern face, which expands northeasterly at a 
greater angle with the south wall than go degrees, then the 
modern east wall (1532.25 feet) is longer than the Herodian, 
which was only 1178.6560 feet. Andthe northern wall of the 
Sanctuary is greater than the Herodian, being 920.825+118.- 
163—=1038.988 feet in length. 

When Titus destroyed Jerusalem, the length of the ancient 
north wall was 920.825 feet, exactly the same length as the 
southern wall. The object of the builders, whoever they may 


have been, in running a wall more northeasterly than the 
Herodian, was doubtless to run it parallel with the great pool 
Birket Israel and the ancient tower at the N. E. Angel of the 
Haram. To whatever age the Dome of the Rock may be re- 
ferred—whether Caliph Omar, Abdel Melik, or successors—its 
east and west sides were parallel with the western wall as a 
base line of verification ; whilst its north and south sides are 
parallel with reference to the direction of the same western 
wall of the Haram as a datum line. Fora perpendicular offset 
running from the southern jamb of the Gate of the Bath 
would pass through the middle of the western and eastern 
gates of the Dome and cut through the very centre of the 
Sakhra itself. Everything old has its lines related to the 
western wall for verification, and they prove both directly and 
indirectly that the present eastern wall of the Haram is a 
modern erection, and has been built up and extended since the 
city was destroyed by Titus. ‘The western and southern sides 
of the Dome of Rock platform were clearly determined by the 
western wall as a standard base line; whilst the eastern and 
northern sides look to the line and direction of the east wall. 
Between the N. E. Angle and Golden Gate, a distance of 373 
feet, the wall is ‘modern and built with old material. And 
from the Golden Gate to the S. E. Angle, about 1018 feet, the 


wall is of modern construction. 
S. Brswick. 


In the first line of the last verse of Miss Paterson’s poem in 
the April Bistia, p. 21, for “ vintage,” read “image.” 
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Excavations at Reqaqnab in Upper Egypt. 


Tue excavation of a necropolis at Reqaqnah, near to Bét 
Khallaf, westward from Girga, has established several new 
links between the earliest dynasties. In particular a portion of 
this site (Fig. 1, Plate E.), which was found undisturbed, pro- 
vided a series and sequence in types of private burials belong- 
ing, seemingly, to the end of the Third and the beginning of 
the Fourth Dynasties. The date of the later tombs is fixed by 
two dated objects, a glazed cylinder seal of Khafra (meteru 
mer) and a stone bowl inscribed with the name of Seneferu 
(suten biti). That some of the adjoining—and, indeed, contig- 
uous—tombs were built earlier is evident by inspection of the 
masonry where the joins were made; that they were not 
greatly anterior is seen in the similarity and mergence of the 
archeological forms recovered from them, chiefly pottery and 
stone vases. 

One feature is common to all the tombs: they are enclosed 
by a four-walled mastaba, in the east face of which were one 
or two recessed panels. In some cases a rectangular enclosure 


was marked off with bricks, within which offering-vessels 
were found; in other cases the recess was more probably 
architectural. 

In the Third Dynasty tombs the outer mastaba was an en- 
closing wall merely. Within was a grave at no great depth 
covered with a roof built like an untrimmed false arch. 
Similar dated tombs have been observed at El Amrah, at El 
Kab, and at Nagadér ; their range seems to have been the first 
three dynasties. In this site they were in all cases but one 
found surrounded by the wall with two panelled recesses on 
the east (as in the case of tomb 80 shown in Fig. 3); in this ex- 
ceptional case the burial was in the corner of a wide, square 
pit, two metres deep. The roof (as shown in Fig. 2) was sup- 
ported partly on the principle of the cantilever, with compen- 
sating weight of masonry superimposed : it was also supported 
by a horizontal friction, carried by the placing of each 
stretcher above the join of the two below, the whole resting 
against a wall temporary or permanent at one end and so 
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built upon a slope, a method of construction still familiar to 
the natives of Nubia and the vicinity of Assuan. The burial 
had only one permanent feature; its head was always to the 
north. But the face might be east or west, the position partly 
or fully contracted, or almost extended (as shown in Fig. 4). 
In burial 72 the head rested upon a wooden headrest with 
fluted column. In some places a pit was found within—more 
commonly outside—the closed door. 

In the early tombs of the Fourth Dynasty the whole mastaba 
was solid, save for the shaft of a square pit descending in 
the centre. This was found commonly three to five metres 
deep, with a small recess on the south side at the bottom. 
The burial was generally fully contracted, head north, face 
east, or head west and face north, and was accompanied by a 
few pots. In one case (63) a recess was in the north, and con- 
tained a deposit of stone vases and table ; but in this instance 
the burial—partly contracted—lay in the pit itself. 

The slightly later series of the Fourth Dynasty also differed 
only slightly in detail ; the retaining wall enclosed a larger 
area, and some space filled with rubbish intervened between it 
and the walls of the shaft. Some of the pits, too, were much 
deeper, reaching as far as seven, eight, and even nine metres. 

There is another class of burial of some interest ; that which 
is covered by a large pottery bowl or majur. Some instances 
observed at El Kab by Quibell were attributable to the Fifth 
Dynasty. One example from this site is shown in Figs. 5, 6, 
and 7. The burial is always fully contracted with head gener- 
ally northeast. Several observations help to limit the use of 
this form. Two tombs (with panelled mastaba walls) were 
found built between tombs of the Third and early Fourth 
Dynasty ; and another case was observed in the substratum of 
a large mastaba probably not later than the Fifth Dynasty. It 
thus seems that these mazur burials may here be dated to the 
Fourth and Fifth Dynasties. 

This expedition was arranged for by Mr. F. Hilton Price, 
the funds being subscribed at his invitation by Mr. W. Mac- 
Gregor, Mr. Martyn Kennard, Mr. R. Brocklebank, and Mr. 
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Arthur J. Evans (for the Ashmolean Museum). Its object 
was to look for early tombs in the vicinity ‘of the royal tombs 
of the Third Dynasty discovered last year at Bét Khalléf. 
Work was thus done at several intervening points, but was 
chiefly confined to the necropolis, which proved to be exten- 
sive. The results obtained will be published in due course. 
In addition to the small private tombs—the character of 
which has been indicated—this same knoll contained some 
large mastabas of the Fourth Dynasty, with panelled walls (of 
the El Kab type), whilst in an adjoining mound were also ex- 
cavated some large mastaba tombs characteristic of the Third 
Dynasty, in which a long stairway descends under a series of 
arches into the chambers deep below the surface. Some in- 
teresting stone monuments have been found, both vases and 
inscriptions. One further result may be mentioned, viz., that 
the “stairway tombs” of these early dynasties are now pre- 
sented in a series, both architectural and chronological, link- 
ing the types found by Maclver at El Amrah, Petrie at 
Abydos, Quibell at El Kab, etc., not only with the large tombs 
ta Bét Khalldf (which are described in a forthcoming memoir 
of the Egyptian Research Account), but also with the well- 
known type of mastaba of the Old Kingdom, the development 
of which the present site illustrates in an interesting series. 


Joun GARSTANG. 
Man. 


American School for Oriental Study and Research 
in Palestine. 
In response to several inquiries, we print the following Regu- 
lations of the American School for Oriental Study and Research 
in Palestine. 


1. The School for Oriental Study and Research, under the 
auspices of the Society of Biblical Literature and Exegesis, 
shall be established in Palestine, at such place as the contribu- 
tors to its support may determine. 

2. The main object of said School shall be to enable properly 
qualified persons to prosecute Biblical, linguistic, archeological, 











BIBLIA. 75 


historical, and other kindred studies and researches under more 
favorable conditions than can be secured at a distance from 
the Holy Land. 

3. The School shall be open to duly qualified applicants of 
all races and both sexes, and shall be kept wholly free from 
obligations or preferences as respects any religious denomina- 
tion or literary institution. 

4. The management of the School in this country shall be 
intrusted to a Board of six Managers, consisting of five mem- 
bers of the Society of Biblical Literature and Exegesis, to be 
elected annually by the votes of such institutions and indi- 
viduals as shall contribute each not less than $100 a year 
towards the maintenance of the School, and of the President 
of the Archzological Institute of America, ex officio. This 
Board of Managers shall choose their own officers, shall have 
charge of all money contributed for the use of the School, shall 
appoint its Directors (subject to the approval of the Board of 
Councillors, as hereinafter provided for), and fix their salaries, 
shall act on applications for membership of the School, shall 
assign any fellowships that may be founded, and shall make an 
annual report of their doings in writing. They shall meet in 
connection with the annual meetings of the Society of Biblical 
Literature and Exegesis, and at such other times as their 
Chairman may appoint. 

5. The public interests of the School shall be confided to a 
Board of fifty Councillors, who shall be chosen by the Society 
of Biblical Literature and Exegesis at its annual meeting, and 
shall include, besides the representatives of the institutions 
contributing to the maintenance of the School, such other 
persons as are willing to become its patrons or benefactors. 

Radical changes in the constitution or the management of 
the School shall be communicated to this Board previously to 
their adoption, and the names of persons nominated as its 
directors shall be submitted to it for approval. 

6. The operations of the School in Palestine shall be placed 
in charge of a Resident Director and of one or more Associate 
Directors. It shall be the duty of the Resident Director to 





76 BIBLIA. 


provide for the School’s local accommodations and needs, and 
to take the oversight of all archeological journeys and explo- 
rations. It shall be the duty of the Associate Director (or 
Directors) to supervise the literary work of the School, to give 
instruction at discretion, to direct and aid students in their 
studies and researches, and see that the results of their work 
are embodied, so far as possible, in theses, which, with his 
approval and that of the Publishing Committees, may be pub- 
lished either in the Journal of the Society of Biblical Literature 
and Exegesis or in the /ournal of the Archeological Institute 
of America, the /ournal of the Institute having a prior claim 
on such material produced by the School or as the result of its 
explorations as is of a distinctly archeological and non-Biblical 
character. Each Director shall annually make a written report 
to the Board of Managers of the work accomplished by the 
School. 

7. It is expedient that fellowships be established in connec- 
tion with the School, said fellowships to be awarded on 
examination, and held for at least two years; in order that, by 


preliminary study and by the inspection of the European 
museums, the work at the School by the holders may be more 
effective. 


8. The following regulations respecting students were pro- 
visionally adopted : 

a. Persons wishing to become members of the School must 
make application to the Board of Managers. They will be 
expected to be Masters of Arts or Bachelors of Divinity of the 
codperating colleges and seminaries, or to have made attain- 
ments equivalent to those represented by the above-named 
degrees in recognized institutions. Some knowledge of 
Hebrew and Arabic is especially desirable. 

6. The members of the School will be subject to no charge 
for instruction, but must provide for all their personal expenses. 
They will be expected to spend from the 1st of October to the 
1st of June in Palestine, and are urgently advised to devote as 
much time as possible beforehand to special preparation for 
their work in the School 
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c. Residents or travellers in Palestine who are not regular 
members of the School may, at the discretion of the Directors, 
be enrolled as special students and enjoy the privileges of the 
School. 

ad. Nocommunication of any sort relative to the School, its 
members, its work, or its interests, shall be made to the public 
press by any one connected with the School without having 
been previously submitted to the Directors and been author- 
ized by them. 


Boat 4,500 Years Old. 


Tue following account of the ancient Egyptian boat pre- 
sented to the Carnegie Museum at Pittsburg, was written by 
Dr. W. J. Holland, Director of the Museum, for the New York 
Tribune, where it is accompanied by an illustration of the boat: 

The science of archeology as developed within the last five 
decades has most powerfully reinforced the labors of the stu- 
dent of classic antiquity. After the revival of learning in 
Western Europe the knowledge of scholars in reference to the 
manners and customs of the ancients whose writings had sur- 
vived was founded largely upon the references contained in 
these writings to usages and customs which had prevailed: 
But the spirit of modern scientific inquiry, not satisfied with 
mere verbal references, has addressed itself to the attempt, if 
possible, to acquire knowledge of things, and with pick and 
shovel the sites of historic towns aud of ancient burial places 
have been carefully explored. 

The result has been the bringing to light of a vast mass of 
material, the flotsam and jetsam of centuries, which serves 
vividly to bring before the student of modern times the life of 
past ages. The student of to-day can scarcely express an excess 
of gratitude for the labors of such men as Layard, Botta, 
Schliemann, Brugsch, Petrie, and a host of others, who, with 
consummate carefulness, have delved into the bosom of Mother 
Earth to recover the story of her children whom she wrapped 
close to herself, as if to hide them forever. 
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One of the most interesting discoveries recently made in 
Egypt was that of five ancient boats, buried at Dahshiir in a 
subterranean crypt beneath the hot sands of the desert, where 
in the dry atmosphere, kept from the attacks of wood-destroying 
insects, they had rested while forty-five centuries had taken 
their flight. One of these five boats, through the kindness of 
Andrew Carnegie and the intervention of Edward E. Ayer, of 
Chicago, was recently secured for the Carnegie Museum in 
Pittsburg, and forms one among the hundreds of most interest- 
ing and important objects obtained by the latter institution 
from Egypt. With its fellows this boat remains as probably 
one of the most ancient examples of naval architecture in 


existence. Inscriptions and objects associated with the boat in 
its burial place go to show that it was probably intentionally 
preserved in connection with the funeral rites attending the 


burial of an officer of the government who stood high in esteem 
as a master of naval affairs. 

It marks the beginning of the story of sea power. The art 
of navigating the waters when this boat was built was in its 
infancy, and yet had already advanced among the Egyptians 
to a point far ahead that reached by many primitive races 


found upon the earth to-day. The boat is built from timbers 
of cedar, which have been laboriously hewn into. shape by an 
adze. The marks of the tool employed are still plainly visible 
in places. There is no evidence that a saw was used. They 
were mortised together, and where the ends of timbers required 
to be held together the opposing pieces were perforated by 
openings through which thongs, probably of leather, were 
drawn, and the planks were thus lashed one to the other and 
the whole bound together. The seams and joints were filled 
with bitumen, so as to make the craft watertight. The sides 
were painted white above the water line, the white paint being 
set off above and below by double black lines. The skill with 


which the painter picked out his lines would do credit to a 
modern craftsman. There is evidence also that the boat had 


received a coat of red paint before the white and black lines 
were laid on. This color is visible under the white and black 
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paint, but most of it has scaled off from the body of the boat. 
The boat is 30 feet in length, 8 feet in beam, and about 5 feet 


in depth. It was partially decked over and the boards of the 
deck and the supporting cross beams stillremain. With it was 
a short mast, showing that a sail was used, the form of which 
must be left to conjecture. There were also found with the 
boat the remnants of oars, showing that this method of propul- 
sion was alsoemployed. The lines are graceful and calculated 


to develop speed, both prow and stern rising from the region 
of the keel in graceful curves and tapering to a narrow point. 
The gunwales amidship are lower than the prow and stern, in 
this respect.not deviating from the lines of vessels that have 
been built in all the centuries which have passed since the 
timbers of this boat were laid down, There is no keel, and the 


art of navigating by sail against the wind is not illustrated in 


this specimen; possibly it had not yet been discovered. 

As to the age of this interesting memorial of antiquity, it 
may be said that Brugsch Bey asserts in unqualified terms that 
the latest date which can be assigned to the vessel makes its 
construction to have taken place two thousand five hundred 


years before Christ. It was therefore built according to the 


chronology which is given in our common English Bibles, at 
least seven hundred years before the days when Joseph was 
viceroy in Egypt and a thousand years before Moses, the law- 
giver, essayed to lead his kinsmen out of bondage. It takes 
us back into the dim, historic past, as far antedating Abraham 


as the time of the Crusaders antedates the present day. 


An uninformed writer, ignorant of the facts, has foolishly 
given to this boat the title of “Moses and Aaron.” It had been 
for a thousand years sleeping in its silent resting place before 
Moses and Aaron appeared upon the stage of human history. 
Still another ignorant writer announced that the vessel was 
“ Cleopatra’s barge.’’ He was only two thousand five hundred 


years ahead of the times. The life of this old wooden structure 
covers in one span almost the whole of human history with 


which we are familiar. Moses, Alexander the Great, Cesar, 
Charlemagne, are all modern when compared with it. 
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Palestine Exploration Fund. 


Tue April Quarterly brought the joyful news of the Gezer 


firman being granted, and after this we may look for regular 
accounts of the work. I had a circular ready to send out to 
subscribers, and immediately did so to the end that they 
might renew their subscriptions promptly and so encourage 
the home office to proceed vigorously. It is much the best 
way in such a matter to send one’s subscription on the first of 
January, or on a definite day each year, and I find that some 


of the busiest people never fail to keep to their date, while 


others need a reminder, and sometimes more thanthat. They 
are intending all the time to do right, but they are slack about 
it. Yet Holy Land work should not be made second to any. 

The announcement of the book on the Excavations in South- 
ern Judah as in press has led to inquiry for it, but the price 
cannot be fixed until copies have been received here. It will 


have over a hundred plates and will deal thoroughly with the 
four places, with the pottery, with objects in stone, bone, 


brick, bronze and iron, with folklore and the magic tablets. 
At the same time the small raised map is mentioned as in 
preparation, and this will, no doubt, be wanted by many as 
soon as it can be obtained. 

It will also be observed that Mr. James Glaisher, now nearly 
ninety years of age, has retired from the position of chairman 
of the Executive Committee, after very long and faithful ser- 
vice. He is a noble old man, cordial, earnest, broad, 
and scholarly, and will be a good example for usall. His 
place is properly taken by Major-General Sir Charles W. 
Wilson, whose thorough knowledge of Palestine, whose re- 
searches in the land in the earlier days of the Fund, and 
whose attention to Mr. Glaisher’s duties during his enforced 


relinquishment of them, qualify him fully to take the place. 


The new chairman is noted for his caution, and he will not 
permit over sanguine men to claim for their discoveries more 
than is just, without a calm judgment being given. 

The report that peasants have begun to search for and sell 
relics is very disquieting. This has been going on so long in 
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Egypt that the wonder is it did not come into vogue in Pales- 
tine before, But now and hereafter there will be this to con- 


tend against, and of course it can be repressed only by the 
feeble police system of the country ; yet a few cases of convic- 
tion and punishment would have some effect. It is said that 
the results of robberies have already been seen on sale in 
Jerusalem. We remember the daring robbery of the Siloam 
inscription and how a reward offered for the detection of the 
culprit caused it to be brought back secretly, but not to be re- 
placed, for that was impossible, 


As for the contents of the April Quarterly, every word is of 
importance. Mr. Macallister writes of several things accom- 
plished by him while waiting for the firman. M. Clermont 
Ganneau continues his notes, especially discussing the Hebrew 
mosaic of Kefr Kama, the find of ancient arrows in the Castle 
David, and other matters. The memorial sketch with excel- 


lent portrait of Dr. Conrad Schick is the last tribute to a de- 
voted fellow-worker. Dr. Masterman gives a very interesting 


account of his observations at the Dead Sea, with fine illustra- 
tions. Of course Golgotha and the Weights and Measures are 
always with us, but there is still something new to be said. by 
General Wilson and Colonel Conder. 

I have previously commended the work of the American ex- 
pedition into Syria in 1899 and 1900. Mr. Henry M. Huxley, 
a member of it who stayed another year, has given a modest 


account of what was done. He lived four months in an Arab 
village to learn the vernacular, and he collected wedding and 
funeral songs, which, with some proverbs and stories, he will 
shortly publish. He traversed the Lebanon district, the 
eastern desert, and the Euphrates valley, using up the autumn 
of 1900 in that way. Returning to Beirut he went in the 
winter to make a special study of the Samaritans, whom he 
counted as 152, of whom 97 are males. The first of April, 1901, 
saw him started again, going eastward to the Jordan valley, 
and then its whole length to Petra, where he stayed five days, 
and so back to Beirut through Jerusalem. He measured eight 
hundred heads and made twenty casts. He obtained twenty- 
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five skulls of Samaritans at Nablus, and twelve of Bedouins 
near Amman,—a noble record for a young man. 
THEODORE F. WricHrt, 
Hon. Sec’y for U. S. 
42 Quincy Street, Cambridge, Mass. 


Tue excavation of Gezer is now going on. First mentioned 


in the Egyptian records of Thotmes III and ten times on the 
Amarna tablets, Gezer appears in Bible history as a strong 
city in the time of Joshua, unconquered by the Israelites, cap- 
tured by a Pharaoh and given to his daughter, Solomon's wife, 
and rebuilt by Solomon for the defence of his empire. Lying 
on the edge of the maritime plain, close by the road from the 
sea to Jerusalem, Gezer was a battleground of the Maccabees 
and also of the Crusaders. Its identification is perfect, for M. 
Clermont Ganneau found in 1874 its boundary stones bearing 
its name. After unusual delay the firman has been granted. 
The most thorough work will be done, and the excavation will 
remain open. The American School is co-operating in the 
work, and makes an appeal for funds. 


Subscriptions to the Egypt Exploration Fund, the Hirch- 
ological Survey Fund and the Graco: 
Roman Branch. 


To the Editor: 


The following subscriptions, from April 15 to May ts, 
are gratefully acknowledged : 


Pres't. F. D. Blakeslee, D. D., $5.00 Ww. G. JoHNston, 
Walter L. Bogert, ‘ 5.00 Renwick B. Knox, 

Mrs. James T. Boyd, ; 5.00 Rev. M. B. Lambdin, 
Mrs. Charles J. Buchanan, 5.00 Hon. Sern Low, LL. D., 
Joseph H. Center, ‘ 10.00 Charles Lee Meyers, 
Prof. John D. Davis, D. D., 5.00 George S. Morison, 

Mrs. Samuel Eliot, . . 10.00 Rev. Wm. G. Thayer, 
Mrs. D. C. Enos, . ;. 5.00 D. L. Webster, 

Miss Alice Farnsworth, . 10.00 Mrs. Henry J. WILLING, 
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Amherst College Library, 2.50 
Art Institute, Chicago, : 2.50 
Boston Athenzeum, ‘ : 2.50 
Buffalo Public Library, ; 2.50 
Case Memorial Library, ‘ 2.50 
Chicago Theological Seminary, 2.50 
City Library Association, . 2.50 
Congregational Library, . 2.50 
Haverhill Public Library, 7.50 


Long Island Historical Society, 5.00 
Newton Theological Institution, 2.50 
New York Public Library, 2.50 
Rutgers College Library, 2.50 
Syracuse Public Library, 2.50 
Theological Seminary a 
Rochester, . 2.50 
Wellesley College Library, 5.00 


ARCHAOLOGICAL SURVEY FUND. 


Prof. Albert S. Bickmore, Ph. D., $5.00 
Rev. Joseph Carey, D. D., 5.00 
Joseph H. Center, : , 5.00 
Charles W. Gould, ‘ . 5.00 
Charles Lee Meyers, . ; 5.00 
Henry J. WILLING, = e 25.00 
Art Institute, Chicago, ; 5.00 
Buffalo Public Library, , 5.00 
Case Memorial Library, . 5.00 


Chicago Theological Seminary, 
Gardner A. Sage Library, 
Harvard College Library, . 
Haverhill Public Library, 
Library Co., Philadelphia, 
New York Public Library, 
New York State Library, 
Syracuse Public Library, 
Vassar College Library, 


GRACO-ROMAN BRANCH, 


Rev. John L. Ewell, . - $5.00 
Wm. G. Johnston, ‘ ; 5.00 


Charles Lee Meyers, . . 5.00 
Ephraim Smith, . “ P 5.00 


Francis C, Foster, Honorary Treas. 


Office Egypt Exploration Fund, 
95 Temple Street, Boston. 


FORM OF BEQUEST TO THE EGYPT EXPLORATION FUND. 


I give to the Egypt Exploration Fund the Suse Off -.c.ccovvcvecvveeeessieeeesveeerseeereeerenee 
to be applied towards the general purposes of the Fund; and I dives that the said 
sum be paid, free of Legacy Duty, out of such part of my personal estate as I may 
lawfully bequeath to such purposes, and that the receipt of the Egypt Exploration 
Fund, or Treasurer thereof, shall be a sufficient discharge to my executors. 
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Zoan. 


As in the days of Pharaoh, 

Still does the Nile’s unchanging flow 
Roll blue in Egypt’s sunshine bright, 
And dark beneath the stars of night. 
So will it ever seek the sea, 

Till sea and earth no more shall be. 


Still on the breast of its great flood 
Which Moses’ rod once turned to blood, 
The lotos flowers star-like show, 

And rustling palms their shadows throw, 
As if they held a mystic trust 

From out the past—now silent dust. 


Where ends the night-filled desert dim 
The same moon lifts above the rim— 
The same that in the long ago 

Shone on the pomp of Pharaoh, 

The same sunshine as then now falls, 
But gilds no more his palace walls. 


Pathetic piles of broken stones, 

That lie like dead men’s bleaching bones ! 
Once proud against the skies you rose, 
Amid the moan of Judah’s woes, 

While cymbals clash and trumpets blare 
From Egypt's triumphs filled the air. 


Through your great pylon’s lofty door, 
That drifting sands now cover o’er, 
Once fearless to Menephtah went 

The messengers Jehovah sent, 

When, undismayed by mighty foes, 
They sought release for Judah’s woes. 


Within your wil’; was waged the fight 
Of Pharaoh ’gainst Jehovah's might, 
When crushed before the true God lay 
Menephtah’s gods of stone and clay ; 
When kingly rule and priestly wile 
Were bowed in dust beside the Nile. 


The seasons come—the seasons go ; 
Suns rise and set, and bright stars glow 
«Above the Nile that seeks the sea 

Till sea and earth no more shall be ; 

But spiders spin, and heaped sands blow 
Where knelt the world to Pharaoh. 


Mary DEVEREUX. 
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Jirchaoclogical Notes. 


Proressor Hitprecut gives, in the Sunday School Times, an 
interesting account of Dr. Belck, the talented young German 
engineer who has chosen the topographical and archeological 
exploration of Western Asia as his life work. He became 
favorably known in wider circles through his researches and 
excavations in the eastern section of Western Asia, especially 
in the neighborhood of Lake Wan, which, several years ago, 
he conducted in connection with Professor Charles Lehmann 
of the University of Berlin. It was Professor Rudolf Virchow, 
the famous anatomist, and president of the “German Society 
for Anthropology, Ethnology, and Primeval History,” at 


Berlin, who was chiefly instrumental in sending out this scien- 
tific mission. And it was Virchow, again, who became respon- 


sible for the recent exploration of the central part of Western 
Asia, lying between Samsiin on the Black Sea and the Gulf of 
Alexandretta. Dr. Belck, who is in charge of it, commenced 
his work in the second half of 1901. He first examined the 
districts of Amasia, Tokad(t), Giimenek (containing the ruins 
of ancient Gomana Pontica), where the discovery of several 
new inscriptions rewarded his labors; Niksar, with its almost 
impregnable castle (the Cabira of Mithridates Eupator); and 
Zile, the ancient Zela, with its remarkable temple, sacred to 
the goddess Anaitis. Then turning farther to the west and 
south, he subjected the Hittite castles, monuments, and in- 
scriptions, previously reported and described by other travel. 
ers, to a renewed examination. 

There are especially two sites which have made this region 
interesting to Hittitologists—the ruins of Uyuk, with its 
neighborhood ; and the ruins and rock sculptures of Boghaz- 


ki, situated about sixteen miles to the southwest of the 
former. The new results obtained here by Belck are impor- 
tant in more than one respect. At Uyuk our explorer found a 
new lion carved in stone, and at the same time gathered con- 
clusive evidence that the whole mound, which has an average 
height of about forty feet, and measures a little over 2,820 
feet in circuit at its base, is artificial, and contains the remains 
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of a large temple, not of a palace or even of a whole town, as 
had been conjectured by Puchstein. Moreover, according to 
Belck, these ruins are considerably older than has been hith- 
erto assumed, belonging, as they do, to the period 2000-1500 B. 
C. New Hittite sculptures were also discovered at an ancient 
ruined castle two miles and a half to the north of Uyuk. A 
close examination of the well-known religious procession cut 
in the rocks of Boghazkéi revealed more than half a dozen new 
figures of gods. 

Like,travelers who had preceded him, Belck visited the ex- 
tensive ruins of a large city situated a little over an English 
mile from Boghazkéi. The walls of this place, once strongly 
fortified, enclose several castles, one of which is remarkable 
for the numerous fragments of baked clay tablets covered with 
cuneiform writing which without difficulty can be gathered on 
the surface. A few years ago the present writer obtained 
several of these fragments, from which he determined that, 
unlike the much older so-called Cappadocian tablets found by 


the natives in their excavations at Giil-tepe, a few hours to the 
northeast of Kaisariye, they belong to the period of the 
Assyrian kings, are written in the pure Assyrian language, 
and in the cuneiform writing characteristic of the time of 
Sargon, the conqueror of Samaria (722-705 B. C.) and his 
successors. 


More or less successful excursions having been made into 
the districts of Yozgad and Nefezkéi, Belck moved his head- 
quarters to Kaisariye or Cesarea in Cappadocia. This was 
towards the end of October, 1901. Sixteen months previously, 
on his return from Babylonia to Constantinople, the present 
writer had visited the same neighborhood for the purpose of 
determining the principal mounds which for years have 
yielded the so-called Cappadocian cuneiform tablets just re- 


ferred to. At the same time he had obtained a well-preserved 
Hittite eagle in basalt, and numerous other smaller antiquities. 
And in the company of Dr. Dodd, whose guest he was at Talas 
(a few miles to the southeast of Kaisariye), he had seen and 
examined one of the missing leaves of the famous Codex 
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Purpureus of the New Testament, which, a short while before, 
had been purchased for the Tsar of Russia. This single leaf 
was then in the possession of a prominent Greek of a neigh- 
boring village, who had secreted it in the well-founded hope of 
Securing a good prize for it later. Twoor three more leaves 
were reported to have been retained by other unscrupulous 
persons of that region. 

Like myself, Dr. Belck enjoyed the unbounded hospitality 
of our American missionaries at Talas, who have proved a 
great blessing to many other European and American scholars 
visiting Asia Minor. While occupied with the exploration of 
the environments of Cesarea, Belck was fortunate enough to 
discover a new inscribed Hittite stele near the village of 
Boghche (meaning “bundle” in Turkish), which is situated 
about twenty-five miles farther west. The Rev. J. T. Fowle of 
the mission station at Talas, who kindly examined the stone 
for me, sent the following interesting details concerning the 
important monument, accompanied by a photograph, which is 
reproduced here for the first time: ‘The Hittite monument 
is found something more than a mile to the north-northeast of 
the village, as far as I could see without a compass. It is on 
the north slope of a small rough hill that descends to the 
Halys River (the Kyzyl-Irmak of to-day), some two or three 
miles away from the latter. As our time was very limited, 1 
could not examine its surroundings much, but I saw nothing 
else that seemed to be the work of man. It cannot bein place, 


I think, for I saw nothing like masonry below it; and yet it 
stands very firmly, though the rough base is above ground.” 
According to the same source of information, the stone is 
about five feet high, and at its base about fifty inches long and 
fifteen inches thick. The weight of the stone must therefore 
be about two tons, so that, without much difficulty, it can be 
moved to the Imperial Ottoman Museum at Constantinople, 
which even now contains the finest collection of Hittite monu- 
ments in existence. 

The stele is pyramidal in shape, and has four inscribed 
faces. Four lines running around the whole stone divide each 
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face into four panels, with two lines of inscriptions each. The 


surface of the lower panel is raised slightly above the remain- 
ing ones. Without a good squeeze of the sixteen panels (con- 
taining thirty-two lines of inscription altogether), it is impos- 
sible for me to determine the contents of the legend inscribed 
upon this stone. The inscription is apparently clear and well 
preserved. From certain paleographical features of several of 
the symbols, which are engraved rather than cut out in relief, 
it would seem evident that the monument belongs to the 
eighth century preceding our era. 


Tue Egypt Exploration Fund has just issued to subscribers 
Part IV of “The Temple of Deir el Bahari. By Edward 
Naville, LL. D., Ph. D.”. This handsome folio volume con. 
tains Plates LXXXVII-CXVIII. The Shrine of Hathor and 
the Southern Hall of Offerings. In this volume there are no 
historical inscriptions. All the plates of which it consists rep- 
resent religious scenes. ‘The Southern Hall of Offering is the 
largest of the kind in the temple, since it was specially de- 


voted to the funerary cultof Hatshepsu. The funerary rites 
are similar to such as we find in the tombs of nearly all 
epochs, in a more or less abridged form. Here we have all 
the animals, vegetables, incense, garments, brought to the de- 
ceased in an abundance proportioned to the high rank of the 
queen. The religious texts which accompany them are most 
archaic, and are already found in the Pyramids, where they 
are also connected with the offerings and with a long list en- 
graved on both sides of Hatshepsu’s Hall. A stele of the 
XIIth Dynasty gives a title to these texts ; they are called the 
chapter “of providing abundantly for the table.” Here is 
found a long religious text which was incorporated afterwards 
into a chapter of the Book of the Dead, which bears No. 178, 
with this title: “The chapter of raising the body, of giving it 
eyes, of making it possess ears, of fixing its head, of putting it 
on its base.” This chapter, which has disappeared from the 
later versions of the Book of the Dead, is as follows : 
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“Rejoice Hunnu, lift up thy heart to purify thy body. They 
have eaten the eye of Horus, the olive which is in Or, for the 
small finger of Hatshepsu has expelled what was in the body 
of Osiris. Hatshepsu will never thirst, she will never hunger ; 
she will never feel nausea,, the deliverer Khas does away with 
hunger. O, you who fill, O, you who fill the vases, you chiefs 
who have charge of the water flood, he has commanded for 
Hatshepsu bread and beer (of Aman Ra); He who commanded 
is Ra himself. Ra has commanded them to those who fill this 
year with plenty, they seize them (the gifts) and give them to 
her ; they take them in their hand, and they give her wheat 
and barley cakes and beer, for she is the great bull who 
smites Nubia. Hatshepsu has charge of the five loaves which 
are in the funerary chapel. There are three in heaven for Ra, 
there are two upon earth for the cycle of the gods. If one is 
uncovered the other is uncovered; if one is seen the other is 
seen, O, Ra, be gracious to Hetshepsu in this day after yes- 


terday They give loaves to Hatshepsu ; they make a 
festival to her in this day, (they give her) the things of Tum, 
the things coming from the eye of Ra, the things of the boat 
which arrives from the eye of the divine steersman ; the offer- 
ing of boiling water, of the flame, of the leg on the altar of 
Sashert, four measures (?) of water. Hatshepsu is rich, for 
Shu has not taken her wealth. Shu is rich, for Hatshepsu has 
not taken his wealth. The tributes of the East are doubled ; 


they are thy bread. Awake, lofty judge (Thoth). Awake, 
you lying down ; arise, you who are in Kensit, ancestors of the 
great trembler, who comes forth from the Nile, and of Apuat, 
who comes forth from Asert. The mouth of Hatshepsu is 
pure; the cycle of the nine gods being incense to 
Hatshepsu. Her mouth is pure, and this tongue which 
is in her mouth, for Hatshepsu hates filth; Hatshepsu 
is washed from impurity; she does not eat it, for she 
loathes it as Set when he is washed in the presence 
of the Rehui who sail through heaven, and walk with the 
god on his stand (Thoth). Feed Hatshepsu with you, for she 
eats from what you eat, she drinks from what you drink, she 
sits when you sit. She is mighty of your might, she navigates 
as you navigate, the tent of Hatshepsu is woven of Aalu seed, 
her running water is in the field of rest. Offerings are made 
to her among you gods; the libations to Hatshepsu are of 
wine, as to Ra. Hatshepsu goes around the sky like Ra, she 
travels over the sky like Thoth. Hatshepsu hates hunger, 
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she does not eat (taste) it. Hatshepsu hates thirst, she does 
not drink (taste) it. She is Hatshepsu, for when provided 
her bread by the everlasting one, and the goddess Uaz gave 
her life, then was born Hatshepsu. Hatshepsu was conceived 
in the night, she was born in the morning, and now she is 
among the followers of Ra, the ancestors of the morning 
star.” 


Proressor Deuitzscn, in his article on “ Babel and the 
Bible,” in the Open Court for May, says: “I did not refer, in 
my closing remarks on page 233 of the April Open Court, to 
the highly important fact that the Babylonian and Assyrian 
methods of reckoning time, which were based on accurate 
astronomical observations of solar eclipses, etc., enabled us to 
determine the chronology of the events narrated in the Book 
of Kings,—a circumstance that was doubly gratifying owing to 
the discovery of Robertson Smith and Wellhausen—that the 
chronology of the Old Testament had been forcibly made to 
conform to a system of sacred numbers, which counted 480 
years from the end of the Exile back to the founding of the 
temple of Solomon, and again 480 years backward from that 
date to the Exodus of the children of Israel from Egypt 
(I Kings vi: 1). 

“We can also adduce in this place but a single, and that an 
inconspicuous, illustration of the far-reaching influence which 
the cuneiform investigations have exercised on our under- 
standing of the text of the Old Testament,—a result due to the 
remarkably close affinity between the Babylonian and Hebrew 
languages, and to the enormous compass of the Babylonian 
literature. We read in Numbers vi: 24-27: 

“*The Lord bless thee, and keep thee ; The Lord make His 
face shine upon thee, and be gracious unto thee ; The Lord lift 
up His countenance upon thee, and give thee peace.’ 

“Countless times has this blessing been given and received ! 
But it was never understood in its full depth and import until 
Babylonian usage informed us that ‘to lift up one’s counte- 
nance or eyes upon or to another’ was a form of speech for 
bestowing one’s love upon another, for gazing lovingly and 
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feelingly upon another, as a bridegroom upon a bride, or a 
father upon a son. This ancient and glorious benediction, - 
therefore, invokes on man with increasing emphasis God’s 
blessing and protection, God’s benignant and gracious consid- 
eration, and lastly God’s own love,—finally to break forth into 
that truly beautiful greeting of the Orient, ‘Peace be with 
thee!’ 

“But the greatest and most unexpected assistance that 
Babel ever rendered the philological interpretation of the 
Bible must yield the palm for wide-reaching significance to the 
factthat here on the banks of the Euphrates and Tigris as 
early as 2250 B. C., we finda highly organized constitutional 
state. Here in these Babylonian lowlands, having an area 
not greater than that of Italy, yet extraordinarily rich by 
nature and transformed by human industry into a veritable 
hotbed of productiveness, there existed in the third millenium 
before Christ a civilization comparable in many respects with 
our own.” 


Tue first volume of a grand scientific work on the “ Zoology 
of Egypt,” by Dr. John Anderson, has just been issued in a 
limited edition of 100 copies, only 95 for sale. Nearly five 
years were devoted to collecting, with the result that over 
1,500 specimens of Reptilia and Batrachia were brought to- 
gether, of which more than 1,400 were permanently preserved. 
The greater part was presented to the British Museum ; 
another set, all but complete, was also presented to the 
Museum of the Egyptian Government School of Medicines in 
Cairo, and a few of the more important species were given to 
some of the Museums of Europe. 

This volume is a royal 4to., with 372 pages of text, maps of 
Egypt, Nubia, and the Sudan, woodcuts, and forty are colored, 
and eleven uncolored plates of reptiles and batrachians. The 
price of this volume is sixty-three dollars. 
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THe members of the Babylonian expedition sent out by the 
German Oriental Society have, in spite of heat, wind and dust, 
held out steadfastly at their post, and have brought to light 
many valuable memorials which, with those already un- 
earthed, will some day give a faithful picture of the ancient 
metropolis, its streets, temples and palaces, and its social, in- 
tellectual and religious life. Up to now four hundred in- 
scribed clay slabs have been found in the centre of the ruins 
of Babylon. Of only two of them are the inscriptions yet de- 
ciphered, but they are pearls of Babylonian literature. One 
tablet contains a great part of a celebrated Babylonian com- 
pendium which explains the Babylonian cuneiform characters. 


It is a very ancient dictionary, of great linguistic interest and 


of exceptional value practically. The second tablet contains 
nothing less than the litany which was chanted by the singers 
of the Temple of Esagila on the return of the god Marduk to 
hissanctuary. Marduk, or Merodach, was the son of Ea, and one 
of the twelve great gods of the Assyro-Babylonian Pantheon. 
His temple, Esagila, “the exalted house,” became the national 
sanctuary of the whole empire. He also had a sanctury at 
Sippar. He is twice mentioned in the Book of Jeremiah, and 
in Isaiah, as Bel. It was the custom to sing the litany which 
has now been found after the periodical procession to that 
grand pantheon which has been brought to light by the expe- 
dition, and which, it is hoped, by the winter will be completely 
excavated. 

In the meantime Herren Koldewey and Andrae have made 
another important discovery, a temple of Ador, or Nineb, the 
tutelar god of physicians, hitherto quite unknown. 

The German Oriental Society’s account of these discoveries, 
which has just been published, also gives a minute description 
of an amulet, supposed to protect the wearer from the machi- 
nations of the demon Labartu. Labartu was an ashen hued 
being, who made people pale with terror, drank human blood, 
caused great sorrow, and was accompanied by a black dog. 
This amulet was once hung round a child’s neck in order to 
drive off the demon. 





BIBLIA. 93 


We learn from the Sunday School Times that the Sultan of 
Turkey has presented the larger part of the famous temple 
library of Nippur to Professor Hilprecht, who in turn has pre- 
sented it to Archeological Museum of the University of Penn- 
sylvania. None of the stone tablets are later than 2000 B.C. 

Professor Delitzsch has left for Babylonia, where he will re- 
sume explorations in connection with Koldewey. Andre, a 
cousin of Mr. Hilprecht, will excavate the ruins of Abii Hatab 
and Fara, in Southern Babylonia. 

Dr. Banks, having been refused permission to excavate at 
Ur, has applied for Tell Ibrahim, a conspicuous mound to the 
northeast of Babylon, which represents the site of ancient 
Cutah (II Kings, xvii : 24-30). 

In Egypt the excavations conducted by Dr. Reisner for the 
University of California are continued on the eastern bank of 
the Nile, opposite the modern Girge. Here tombs of the close 
of the third and the beginning of the second century B. C., 
have been exhumed. Professor W. M. Flinders Petrie is 
again at work on the site of the ancient sacred city of Abydos. 
Having examined the royal tombs of the pre-historic period 
he will soon explore the city itself, an attempt of which was 
made by the great French Egyptologist, Mariette. 

In the temple of Karnak, where for years past the French- 
man Legrain, has carried on excavations, the remains of a 
large colonnade, erected by King Sesostris I, 2000 B. C., have 
been laid bare, and here were found thirteen colossal statues 
of Egyptian sovereigns, most of them rulers of the middle 
empire. 

Percy E. Newberry and the young American, Titus, who 
bears the expense, are making a careful excavation of an im- 
portant ruin—now called Malgata by the natives, located 
somewhat toward the south of the famous large temple of 
Medinet Habu. The plan of the palace seems to have been 
quite similar to that of the palace which Amenophis IV 
erected for himself at Tel-el-Amarna, and which was several 
years ago explored by Petrie. 
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Tue age of Beirut may be reckoned from an imperishable 
visitors’ book, which dates back at least fourteen centuries 
before the Christian Era. Upon a living rock beside the re- 
mains of an old Phoenician road, chiselled from the face of the 


precipice before written history began—for they had no dyna- 
mite in those days—are curious tablets commemorating the 
visits of emperors and other distinguished men at various 
periods of the world’s history, from the Egyptian Pharaoh in 
whose brickyard occurred the first great strike down to the 
German Kaiser, who honored this country with his presence in 
1898. The first tablet relates to various expeditions of Sesos- 
tris, Rameses II, who refused to let Israel go until Moses 
demonstrated the expediency of that proposition. Another 
commemorates the presence of Sennacherib, who invaded 
Syria in the year 7o1 B.C. There are several other mementos 
of Assyrian and Egyptian kings, and it is remarkable that the 
tablets have been so well preserved all these many centuries. 
Marcus Antoninus, who reigned at Rome from 161 to 180, re- 
paired the road and built new bridges, as we happen to know 


by reason of a fine Latin inscription, in which he designates 
himself as “The Conqueror of Germany.” There is no such 
visitors’ book in all the rest of the world, and no such register 
of arrivals at any place that we have ever heard of. 


Tue German explorers in Babylon have made an unusually 
interesting discovery. Inscribed tablets of clay are common 
enough, and examples of them are to be found in the principal 
museums of Europe. But in the excavations at Nischan-el- 
asinad 400 tablets have been discovered, many of which are of 
a novel character. Several may be considered as of the 
belles-lettres class. They were evidently used for teaching, 
and therefore may be regarded as presenting examples of the 
classic literature of Babylon. Some served as a dictionary, 
and on that account will be interesting to philologists. There 
is also a hymn which was chanted during the processions in 
honor of the god Marduk, whose temple has been brought to 
light by the German explorer. 
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Tue May number of the Open Court contains a notable orig- 
inal article by Prof. Paul Haupt, the celebrated Assyriologist 
of the Johns Hopkins University, and editor of the Polychrome 
Bible. The title of the article is Biblical Love Ditties, in 


which he gives a new explanation and translation of the Song 
of Solomon, a critical Hebrew text of which he is soon to 
publish. 

Never before has the history of Mithraism been written so 
authoritatively yet with such intense fascination as by Prof. 
Franz Cumont, whose articles on this subject are now appear- 
ing in the Open Court. It is not generally known that the re- 
ligion of the Persian God Mithra came near winning the 
victory in its great struggle with Christianity in the days of 
the Roman empire. It possessed the colonial armies almost 
completely, and but for the uncertain turns of history the 
modern world might now be reading and studying the texts of 
the Zend-Avesta with the same love and ardor that it is devot- 
ing to the literature of the Hebrew Bible. 


MAXIMILIAN STRECK has now issued the second instalment 
of his description of the territory of ancient Babylonia, accord- 
ing to the Arabic geographer. Part II contains the review of 
the literature dealing with Babylonian geography, and gives a 
list of the Sassanian kings, and a description of the various 
provinces and cities of Babylonia arranged in groups from 
Takrit to Samarra, and from there to Baghdad, and from 
Baghdad to el-Mada’in, and from there to Wasit. Full refer- 
ences to Arabic sources are carefully given, and a number of 
translations from Yakut and other writers are appended by 
Dr. Streck in support of the conclusions at which he has 
arrived. 


A suBSCRIBER has for sale, at a low price, a nice, clean set of 
Drs. Davis and Cobern’s “ History of Ancient Egypt in the 
Light of Modern Discoveries.” This work has long been out 
of print and copies are very difficult to obtain. 
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Tue tentative excavations made by the Berlin Royal 
Museum in Miletus have been so promising that a special 
organization has been effected in the German capital to push 
this work energetically. Enough funds have been secured to 
buy the whole peninsula on which the city stood, and which is 
now covered with vineyards, corn-fields, and cottages. The 
newly acquired territory includes the whole western half of 
the old city, together with portions of the necropolis, the 
“sacred way” that led up to the Apollo temple, as also the 
entire hill upon which the theatre was situated, and the 
harbor, at the entrance of which are found two colossal lions 
of marble, the recently uncovered market-place and public 
halls one hundred metres in length, and some fine Roman 
fountains, together with other ruins and remains. The whole 
territory belonging to the Germans covers one million square 
metres. 


“ Tue Principles of our Divisions of Time and Space” is the 
title of a monograph contributed to the Berichte of the Royal 
Academy at Leipsic, by Professor Zimmern. The author 
states that in remote antiquity among the Babylonians the 
years as well as the months and days were originally divided 
into six parts, from which the sexagesimal system of reckon- 
ing originated. From a further subdivision of these parts, the 
common division of the year into twelve months, as well as of 
the day into twelve double hours (24 hours), must be traced. 
The paper contains a number of valuable suggestions, among 
which we may have not a satisfactory explanation of the 
cuneiform expressions for fractions. 


THROUGH the generosity of Mr. T. Wister Brown, of Phila- 
delphia, a collection of four hundred cuneiform tablets has 
been purchased for Haverford College. By the desire of the 
donor, the collection is to be known as the “ Haverford library 
Babylonion collection.” The tablets were purchased of Mr. 
Gullabi Gulbenkian, of New York. They are inscribed in the 
cuneiform character of about 2,400 B. C., and are of various 
sizes. Some of them are large and flat, containing from two 
to five columns of writing on each side, while others are much 
smaller. A very interesting series of temple scripts, most of 
them 1% by two inches in size, contains a number of case 
tablets. 








